


Richard Moorhouse is an architect and the Executive Director of the Ontario
Heritage Trust. He has established the Trust as one of the pre-eminent bodies
of its kind in Canada, with a mission that includes conservation of both natural
and cultural heritage across Ontario. The Trust manages its own historic sites,
holds easements on many more provincially significant sites, and is an advocate
for heritage conservation activity throughout the province. Richard has
developed courses on heritage conservation for professionals in the field,
which are now offered jointly with the OAA and other professional bodies.

Cameron Porteous is known nationally and internationally as a theatre
designer. His work with Christopher Newton helped establish the Shaw Festival
as a major player in the theatre world both in Canada and abroad. He has also
been a designer for productions in many other centres. More recently, he has
been exploring the question of training and education in the theatre design
area, and has worked on curriculum development for career development in
this field. He is a resident of Queenston.

WILLOWBANK CANOVA FIELD SCHOOL

Willowbank is excited to be launching its first international field school. This
program will begin in summer 2010, and is being developed in cooperation
with the Canova Association in northern Italy.

The summer school will provide students with a unique opportunity to work
with Canadian and Italian colleagues on the revitalization of medieval stone
village structures in the Domodossola region of Italy. These hauntingly
beautiful villages, with a building technology that has evolved slowly since the
megalithic period, are now struggling to adapt to modern forces. The Canova
Association has brought together local villagers and politicians, along with
interested parties from other countries in Europe and abroad, to create a

Medieval village of Ghesc in Northern Italy

coalition dedicated to their preservation and rehabilitation. The challenge is to
insert sustainable contemporary layers while rescuing the integrity of the original
structures.

The field school begins with training in documenting historic places and in
developing design approaches. It then moves into the hands-on activity of working
directly with the stone and wood structures themselves. The joy of the work is in
seeing the intentions beginning to take shape in the environment.

The program reflects beautifully the marriage of theory and practice that defines
Willowbank’s mission. We are extremely pleased to be developing a relationship
with the Canova Association, which has a long tradition of international
partnerships. One of the additional benefits of this program is that we have
established a new affiliation with Yestermorrow, the oldest and most distinguished
design-build program in North America. This Vermont school is working with
Willowbank and Canova to create consecutive field programs in Italy that will allow
participants in the two programs to build on each other’s work.

Our partnership with Yestermorrow has the potential to lead to other areas of
shared interest for our faculty and students.

Two other features will make the field school of particular interest. It has been
timed to overlap with the Canova Encounter. This annual event brings four or five
internationally-recognized designers and conservators to Canova to discuss local
developments in architecture, landscape architecture, conservation and sustainable
design, and to share experiences and expertise. The students in the field school will
be able to participate in the 2010 Canova Encounter, which has featured
participants from all corners of the globe.

In addition, students will be making field trips with local experts to meet colleagues
and view historic places and practices in conservation. These will include visits to
the masons involved with the conservation of the Cathedral in Milan, as well as to
the Cathedral itself, and also visits to villages displaying both stone and wood
traditions in medieval architecture.

The accommodations are very special, in rehabilitated historic structures. All meals
are provided, and participants will enjoy the best of local food and wine, as well as
the company of great colleagues — Italian, Canadian, and international.

The program is open to anyone — whether a Willowbank student or not. There are
only 12 places, so anyone interested should contact Shelley Huson at 905-262-1239
%23, or at shelley.huson@willowbank.ca




DOCUMENTATION PROGRAM

Our Spring/Summer ‘09 newsletter provided a broad summary of this new
program. We were very pleased with the results. Attached are examples of
some of the work produced by the students under the mentorship of
Willowbank graduate Shelley Bench. Her special talent and eye for detail were
key to making the program a success.

Through the complex process of measuring the buildings and producing scaled
drawings, a record of the construction methods, scale and detail in each site
will survive when the building may not. It turns out, however, that the difficult
and most challenging part is trying to capture the spirit of a place, and that is
where the individual team member’s interpretation really mattered.

The pen-and-ink drawings and related research reports, paintings, and
photographs were mounted and displayed at Willowbank during the Doors
Open weekend. More than 600 people toured the exhibit. The display panels f
have since traveled to some of the Niagara region communities where the
structures were located. Special thanks to the Friends of Willowbank for
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The program will be operating in expanded form in the summer of 2010. We
will be increasing the number of internships from 5 to 10, and doubling the
number of sites recorded. The program is particularly oriented to young ; = - N —
people considering career options, and is open to anyone graduating from high
school or above. Applicants submit a portfolio indicating some prior ‘
experience with art and/or drawing. If you, or anyone you know, are interested
in this program, please contact our Director of School Programs, Shelley Huson
at 905-262-1239, ext. 23 or by email at: shelley.huson@willowbank.ca.

We thank the Trillium Foundation for their ongoing support of this program.
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Sherri Koabel measuring the Seburn barn



DIPLOMA PROGRAM

First Year

Our flagship program has welcomed an excellent new group of first-year
students. They bring an excellent cross-section of interests and experiences.
Their fall program has featured some first-time faculty associates bringing new
dimensions to the program. These include John Hodson, head of the Aboriginal
Studies program at Brock University, who has given a course on aboriginal
approaches to cultural heritage and cultural landscapes. Also, Adolfo Silva,
Principal of Ecovert Corporation, gave a course on LEED and the relationship
between green building and heritage conservation.

The Adolfo Silva presentation was sponsored through a generous donation by
Taylor Hazell Architects of Toronto. The idea developed in discussions with
third-year student Leslie Fritz, who is pursuing both the Willowbank Diploma
and certification as a LEED specialist. We thank both Leslie and Taylor Hazell
for making this event happen.

Other notable events in the first-year program this fall included:

= 3 session of traditional pit-sawing with timber framer Daniel Addey-
Jibb from Quebec

= rebuilding of a section of traditional dry stone wall on the Niagara
Parkway, with John Remington-Shaw from Toronto

= archaeology at Cluster E on the Willowbank site, showing evidence of
an early outbuilding; lap joints, dovetails, thru mortises and fielded
panels with Paul Jacobson

= rechinking of a log cabin north of Burlington with Jon Juppien;
photographs of a historic building in Queenston that has since been
demolished

= field trips to the Lister Block in Hamilton (where recent graduate
Carolyn Samko is now a Clerk-of-the-Works for this $20million
rehabilitation project) and to the historic power plants at Niagara Falls

Second Year

Second year student Sydney Martin is working with Bill Humber of the
Revitalization Institute at Seneca College, doing base research and building
evaluation of Seneca College’s King Campus. This old Eaton Estate has the
potential to be a major laboratory for the Revitalization Institute to explore the
links between natural and cultural resource conservation, and Willowbank is
pleased to be involved.

Second year student Megan Hobson has worked with Executive Director Julian
Smith this fall on a conservation plan for the Canadian Ambassador’s Residence
in Tokyo, Japan. This beautiful residence from the 1930s, with its gold-leaf
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ceilings in the reception room and ballroom, and silver-leaf ceilings in the
formal dining room, also features a three-acre Japanese-style garden — a true
rarity in the heart of downtown Tokyo. Megan spent time documenting the
residence and garden, and was also able to track down both the original
drawings and the original specifications. She was able to determine that the
building had been wrongly attributed to an American architect living in Tokyo
at the time. Although he was involved in the construction, the detailed design
was in fact prepared by architect John Rea of Montréal, whose design drawing
she was able to locate. Megan’s research skills were much appreciated by the
Department of Foreign Affairs.



Third Year

Third-year students have been working both at Willowbank and further afield.
The students were together for classes in September, and have since gone their
separate ways.

Alex Pientka is working with a restoration carpentry firm in Philadelphia. The
company specializes in upgrading historic window sash and has also begun to
work on associated historic wood trim and paneling. Alex is helping set up this
expanded business.

Alex Cuberovic is working with restoration carpenter Paul Jacobson preparing
drawings for the restoration of one of the porches at the St. Mark’s rectory in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. He is also pursuing some sophisticated 3-D modeling
technigues for historic buildings, working with Willowbank instructor Connor
MacNeill.

Emily Kszan did historic research, field analysis, and then masonry repointing
for the Cenotaph in the City of Peterborough, working for heritage planner Erik
Hanson. This cenotaph was designed by Walter Allward, architect of the Vimy
Monument in France. She took on one of the young heritage planners as an
apprentice for the repointing work, and was able to involve local high school
students and other members of the public in discussions about the significance
of the memorial as part of the urban cultural landscape.

Emily’s interest in understanding the importance of historic places as part of
contemporary cultural landscapes has also been evident in her work on the
Halifax Armoury. Working with Executive Director Julian Smith on a
conservation plan for this major Halifax landmark, she supplemented the
existing official history with a more intimate history of the building for both the
military personnel who have inhabited the building over the years, and also for
the larger Halifax public for whom it has been an important centre in times of
crisis. Her work has helped redirect the project from a restoration project for
museum purposes, a step which would allow the Department of National
Defence to abandon the building to those in the museum business, towards a
rehabilitation project that may see National Defence continue to operate and
use the structure. This would clearly be the preferable outcome.

Elaine Eigl is working with the City of Oakville heritage planning unit to produce
a series of pamphlets for property owners. These deal with specific materials
and components important within the Oakville context. Her first pamphlet has
dealt with Dundas Shale, a material retrieved throughout the 19" Century and
into the 20" Century from the bottom of Lake Ontario, and now unavailable. It
describes the cultural history of this material, its architectural use, the way it
deteriorates, conservation options, and guidance for talking with masonry
conservators. She is now turning her attention to stucco.

Leslie Fritz is pursuing her interest in the connection between green building
technology and the revitalization of historic structures. As noted above, it was
her interests and discussions with Jill Taylor of Taylor Hazell Architects that led
to the seminar at Willowbank by Adolfo Silva of Ecovert. She is currently
pursuing her LEED certification. She has also begun work on a green plan for
Willowbank, examining ways in which Willowbank National Historic Site can
become more energy self-sufficient, and whether the recently-donated Lord &
Burnham greenhouse might be integrated into future plans for the site. The
plan is to have her make a presentation to the Board of Directors at one of
their future meetings.

These third-year students will be back together for some classes in late January
and early February, and then finishing up their independent projects for
presentations in April. They represent the diversity of interests and expertise
that make Willowbank continually stimulating and challenging.

MILITIA MUSTER

The Militia Muster returned to Willowbank this summer, with the crack of
musket fire and cannon too! The smoke from the black powder floated in a
cloud across the front lawn as re-enactors came together to spend a weekend







On occasion, when we are here out of regular hours, we find a whole different
pattern of use of the property. From the people who come to sled down the hill
when it has snowed, a tradition passed through the generations of local
families... to the family that comes here on their kid’s birthdays, who stop on
the balcony of the house to tell ghost stories before walking up through the
deep hollow to the cemetery.

Over this summer and fall, Doug Erickson spent countless hours working to
create a better environment for students in the barn. He preferred to carefully
choose projects for which he could donate the materials required, and then
work on putting them together. He constructed shelving, a drying cabinet,
some benches, and a temporary shelter. The shelter enabled us to store
outside, in protected conditions, the various materials that have collected in
the barn over the past few years, clearing valuable floor space for use inside.

Before he left for the winter, which he spends in the sunny south, Doug very
generously donated his van to Willowbank. Already it has become a much
valued tool, enabling ease of movement for materials and supplies, a problem
that caused me many headaches in the past! So | would like to wrap up with a
big thanks to Doug for all his efforts and kindnesses this year. We are all looking
forward to seeing you on your return in the Spring.

Volunteer Doug Erickson

FRIENDS OF WILLOWBANK

by Liz Ikonikov

It is hard to believe just over a year ago we initiated Friends of Willowbank.
We now have 175 active memberships and it is growing continually.  Since
our last newsletter, volunteers have been happily involved with Harvest Moon,
the Documentation Programs’ Drawings Exhibit, Doors Open, decorating for
Christmas and in planning for upcoming events in 2010.

We are currently contacting people by phone to renew (October to December)
memberships and to solicit feedback through a brief survey aimed at
understanding the needs of our Friends’ membership.  Areas in which you
may wish to assist exist at all levels of the School, the Foundation and the
Estate. If you have not yet been contacted to renew your membership,
please call 905-262-1239 ext. 24, or ext. 21.

We are actively seeking volunteers with a special interest in event planning and
fundraising to work on major initiatives planned for the New Year. If you, or
anyone you know, might be interested in volunteering to help build our
financial sustainability, please contact us. Opportunities to volunteer include
but are not limited to active participation on committees.

There is also an immediate need for volunteers to help with telephone contact.
If you would like to get involved, please call Liz Ikonikov, Chair, 905-262-1239,
X. 24 OR friends@willowbank.ca.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Staff and volunteers are already busy looking ahead and planning signature
events as well as new initiatives for 2010.

Visit our Website for further details of our upcoming events:

%+ Lecture Series “Picturesque Landscapes”  February to April 2010
%+ Spring Open House Saturday, April 24, 2010
< 8" Annual Jazz Festival Sunday, June 6, 2010

%+ Binational Doors Open Niagara October 16 & 17, 2010
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